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always reproclaim him.   Even during the war, as I have
shown, he had to be humoured.
In 1916 he was a claimant for the throne : he had taken
the refusal of the chiefs, their choice of Tafari3 with a good
grace, though his pedigree was a little higher than his
rival's. He had always been faithful : correspondingly,
the Emperor had trusted his cousin. They worked well
together throughout the war and the retreat.
This gave more weight to Kassa's words. He advised
that the Emperor should not go to the West, where the
Galla might attack his weakened and ill-fed army, but to
Djibouti and Europe, to appeal to the Powers who were
bound to aid Ethiopia under the Covenant. Ras Getatchu
and Fitorari Birru, the ex-Minister of War, supported him.
It was believed then that the Italians would be in Addis
the next morning : they were already reported near Debra
Brehan, about a hundred miles of smooth running round
the eastern ridge of Entoto and over the North Shoan
plain. The Council had to decide that day : there could
be no more postponement.
Three opposed Kassa—all three were men who had held
posts in Addis during the war and had already made the
preparations for the removal to Gore. They were Blat-
tangeta Herrouy, the Foreign Minister, a devoted partisan
of the Emperor; Dedjaz Igezu, the Military Governor of
Addis, and another unknown to me. Igezu was a man of
immense standing, except in the physical sense, for his legs
were old and bandy. The lower part of his brown face
and his neck were light pink, and his beard sandy, for
Igezu suffered from a pigment disease (not, as Monfreid says,
leprosy). He said Gore with great determination and, a
heavy Menelikish figure in blue cloak and muslin-bandaged
head, he stamped the floor of the council chamber with his
black buttoned boots. To no good. In the afternoon of
Friday, the Council at last decided to leave for Djibouti by
twenty-one votes to three.
The vote was conveyed to the Emperor.
He was still tortured by indecision.
The Council, the Empress, Kassa and the priests were
now all pressing him to go. Strange that they should have
kept it from the people ; for the people never thought that

